
 
 
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend this prelaw event TODAY, 
Wednesday, 9/15, 4:30-5:30 (reception with refreshments to follow) in Baker 
Hall A53 (Steinberg Auditorium) and the H&SS Coffee Bar Lounge.   
 
I’ve attached a related article from the March 2010 issue of the NAPLA 
(Northeast Assn of Prelaw Advisors) newsletter that might serve as  
interesting background for Mr. Michaelson’s talk. 
 
Regards,   
 
Dr. Devine 
Prelaw Advisor   
   

So, you want to be a lawyer: A frank discussion of         
what really awaits you in the profession 

 
Wednesday, September 15, 2010 4:30-5:30 PM Steinberg Auditorium (Baker Hall A53) 

(Reception to follow in the Baker Hall Coffee Bar Lounge) 
 

A candid interactive panel discussion intended for university students and alumni who might be contemplating a 
career as a lawyer. The panel, consisting of veteran attorneys, will discuss law school and the profession itself: what 
the profession offers, the fundamental paradigm shift presently underway in the profession and the very real 
challenges and risks that all prospective law students and new law graduates now face and will likely continue to 
face in the coming years. The goal is to provide students, before they have committed themselves to attending law 
school, with current, “real world” information to enable them to make a more informed career decision about the 
propriety of choosing the legal profession. The audience is encouraged to bring questions for discussion. 
 
Panel leader and moderator: PETER L. MICHAELSON Peter Michaelson has been an ADR (Alternative 
Dispute Resolution) neutral since 1991 primarily handling IP, IT and technology disputes and, since 1979, has 
actively practiced IP law concentrating in patent matters involving complex electronic, computer and mechanical 
technology. He has arbitrated/mediated many international and domestic disputes ranging from pharmaceutical to 
electronic to mechanical technologies with some involving claims of over a half billion dollars. Peter is an 
arbitrator/mediator with the World Intellectual Property Organization, American Arbitration Association, 
International Centre for Dispute Resolution, the Center for Conflict Prevention and Resolution, the London Court of 
International Arbitration, International Criminal Court, Interstate Commerce Commission, United States District 
Court for the Eastern District of New York ICC; a Fellow and Chartered Arbitrator of the Council of International 
Arbitrators, a Fellow of the Australian Center for International Commercial Arbitration, an accredited mediator with 
the Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution, and an approved mediator for the NJ Superior Court. Peter has an LLM 
in Trade Regulation from NYU Law School, JD from Duquesne University School of Law,; MS in Electrical 
Engineering and BS in Electrical Engineering and Economics both from Carnegie Mellon University. For more 
details, see http://www.mandw.com/mich.html.  
 
Dr. Joseph E. Devine Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies College of Humanities & Social Sciences  
 and University Prelaw Advisor Carnegie Mellon University 5000 Forbes Avenue / Baker Hall 154f Pittsburgh, PA 15213  
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