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DIGITAL STILL. CAMERA WHICH
DISPLAYS A GAMMA-CORRECTED HIGH-
QUALITY STILL IMAGE UPON
DEPRESSION OF A SHUTTER RELEASE
BUTTON BUT WITHOUT DISPLAYING AN
UNWANTED IMAGE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to digital still cameras, more par-
ticularly to a digital still camera adapted to display a
photographed image on an LCD and store the same image in
a flash memory.

2. Prior Art

In a digital still camera 1 of this kind as shown in FIG. 11,
the switches SW4 and SW5 are respectively connected to
the terminals S1 and S3 while a shutter release button 2 is
not depressed. Accordingly, a gamma-correction circuit 3
makes reference to a second gamma table to gamma-correct
a motion image signal appropriate for a bit map display,
thereby outputting a high-quality motion picture on an L CD
5. On the other hand, if the shutter release button 2 is
depressed, the switch SW4 is connected to the terminal S2
while the switch SWS5 is connected to a terminal S4. When
a still image upon depression of the shutter release button 2
is obtained from the gamma-correction circuit, the switch
SW4 is connected to the terminal S5, thereby disabling the
CCD imager 6. The gamma-correction circuit 3 makes
reference to a first gamma table 4a to gamma-correct a still
image signal from an A/D converter 7 appropriately for
raster scan display so that a still image signal after correction
is stored in the flash memory 8. On the other hand, a VRAM
9 is written with an image signal that occurs immediately
before changing over of the switch SW4 so that the image
signal is displayed on the LCD 5 for a predetermined time
period until the storage to the flash memory such has been
completed.

However, in such a conventional art, there is a time
difference between the image picture displayed on the LCD
5 and the picture image stored in the flash memory 8. As a
result, there arises deviation between the images if an object
is moving at a high speed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore a primary object of the invention to provide
a novel digital still camera.

Another object of the invention relates to a digital still
camera which is capable of displaying a still image picture
with high quality at time when a shutter release button is
depressed.

In accordance with the invention, a digital still camera
comprising: a shutter release button; a first correction means
for correcting a camera signal, at time that said shutter
release button is depressed, by a first gamma characteristic
to output a first image signal; a storing means for storing the
first image signal in a memory; a second correction means
for correcting the first image signal by a second gamma
characteristic to output a second image signal; and a display
means for displaying the second image signal until storage
of the first image signal to said memory is completed.

In the present invention, when the shutter release button
is depressed, the camera signal at that time is corrected by
the gamma characteristic of the raster scan display. A first
image signal obtained is subjected for example to
interpolation, YUV conversion and JPEG compression so
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that a resulting compressed signal is stored for example in a
flash memory. The first image signal is also subjected for
example to image processing such as interpolation/thinning-
out and color separation, and a resulting thinned-out image
signal is corrected by a gamma characteristic for changing a
raster-scan display gamma characteristic into a dot-matrix
display gamma characteristic. A second image signal
obtained by the correction is displayed on a dot-matrix
display.

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, the first
correcting means includes a first table having a gamma
characteristic of a raster scan display, a third table having a
gamma characteristic of a dot matrix display, and a switch
for selecting either one of the first table or the third table.
While the shutter release button is not depressed, the switch
is connected to a third-table side and the second correcting
means is disabled. This provides display on the dot matrix
display of an image that is appropriately gamma-corrected
for dot matrix displaying. If the shutter release button is
depressed, the switch is connected to a first-table side and
the second correcting means is enabled. Accordingly, the
camera signal is first corrected by a first gamma correcting
means so as to be suited for the raster scan display, and
thereafter the thinned-out image signal is corrected so as to
be suited for the bit matrix display. To this end, display is
made on the dot matrix display for a desired still image
picture at the time of depressing the shutter release button.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a
muting means subjects muting to the display means during
a second predetermined period from depression of said
shutter release button to completion of correction by the
second correcting means. Therefore, there is no possibility
of displaying an unwanted image picture on the dot matrix
display.

In another aspect of the invention, an electronic flash for
example illuminates in response to operation of the shutter
release button so that a still image at that time is displayed
on the dot matrix display and stored in a flash memory.

According to the invention, the camera signal at a time
that the shutter release button is depressed is corrected by the
first gamma characteristic and the first image signal is
corrected by the second gamma characteristic, so that it is
possible to display a high-quality still image picture that is
taken at the time of depression of the shutter release button.

The above described objects and other objects, features,
aspects and advantages of the present invention will become
more apparent from the following detailed description of the
present invention when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing one embodiment of
this invention;

FIG. 2 is an illustrative view showing a mosaic type
primary-color filter;

FIG. 3 is a graph showing a gamma characteristic of raster
scan display;

FIG. 4 is a graph showing a gamma characteristic of dot
matrix display;

FIG. 5 is a graph showing a gamma characteristic for
conversion of a raster-scan display gamma characteristic
into a dot-matrix display gamma characteristic;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a first signal process-
ing circuit;

FIG. 7 is an illustrative view showing interpolation and
thinning-out processes;
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FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a second signal
processing circuit;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing operational positions in
FIG. 1 embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing another positions of FIG.
1 embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing a conventional art.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIG. 1, a digital still camera 10 of this
embodiment includes a CCD imager 12. The CCD imager
12 receives optical images of an object through a mosaic
type primary-color filter 12a as shown in FIG. 2 to create a
camera signal corresponding to the optical image. The
camera signal is subjected to correlate double sampling and
automatic gain control by a CDS/AGC circuit 14. The
camera signal thus processed is converted into a digital
signal by an A/D converter 16.

While a shutter release button 38 is not depressed, a
control circuit 42 connects the switch SW1 to a terminal
40b, turned on a switch SW2, and turned off a switch SW3.
A third gamma table 30 is previously stored with a gamma
characteristic for bit map display, as shown in FIG. 4. A first
gamma correction circuit 18 references third gamma table to
gamma-correct the digital signal from the A/D converter 16
in a manner appropriate for bit map display. The gamma-
corrected digital signal, or a first image signal, is delivered
to a first signal processing circuit 20 where it is subjected to
processing appropriate for LCD display by an interpolation/
thinning-out circuit 204 and an image processing circuit 205
shown in FIG. 6.

That is, the number of pixels of an LCD 36 is % of the
number of pixels of the CCD imager 12, and the digital
signal contains image pixel signals each having either one
component of R, G or B so that the pixel signal is interpo-
lated with the every other adjacent pixel every two pixels in
the respective horizontal and vertical directions. The pixel
signal thus interpolated only is delivered to a VRAM 22.
Explaining in detail by using FIG. 7, four pixels to be
considered contain components of G;, G,, R and B. Where
generating R, G and B components at a position of a pixel
with a G; component, the adjacent R and B components are
used as they are while the G component is determined
according to Equation 1.

[Equation 1]

G=(G,+G,)/2

Incidentally, the number of pixels of the LCD 36 is % of
the number of pixels of the CCD imager 12 as stated above,
so that there is no necessity of interpolation processing for
a pixel of R, B or G,component. Incidentally, the component
G, may be outputted as it is without determining the
component G according to Equation 1.

The output of the interpolation/thinning-out circuit 20a is
subsequently subjected to image processing such as color
separation by the image processing circuit 20b. The second
image signal thus obtained is successively written into the
VRAM 22. While the shutter release button 38 is not
depressed, the second gamma-correction circuit 24 is dis-
abled so that the second image signal stored in the VRAM
22 is delivered to the LCD 32 as it is, thereby displaying a
desired image-quality motion picture.

On the other hand, when the shutter release button 38 is
depressed, the control circuit 42 turns on the switch SW3 in
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addition to the switch SW2, to connect the switch SW1 to a
terminal 40a, activating a second gamma correction circuit
24a. The control circuit 42 further causes illumination of an
electronic flash 34. The first gamma table 32 is previously
stored with a gamma characteristic for raster scan display as
shown in FIG. 3. The first gamma correction circuit 18
makes reference to the first gamma table to make correction
to the camera signal from the A/D converter 16 appropri-
ately for raster scan display. When the shutter release button
38 is depressed, the switch SW1 also returns on, so that the
first image signal outputted from the first gamma correction
circuit 18 is delivered also to the second signal processing
circuit 26. The control circuit 42 turns off the switches SW2
and SW3 at a time when the first gamma correction circuit
18 creates a first image signal by one frame after the shutter
release button 38 was depressed. This disables the CCD
imager 12, the CDS/AGC circuit 14 and the A/D converter
16 so that the first signal processing circuit 20 and the
second signal processing circuit 26 are inputted only with a
still image signal upon depression of the shutter release
button 38.

Referring to FIG. 8, in the second signal processing
circuit 26, the interpolation circuit 26a creates R, G and B
components for one pixel from 16 pixel signals. The signals
R, G and B thus created are converted into Y, U and V
signals, and thereafter the Y, U and V signals are compressed
by a JPEG compression circuit 26¢ according to a JPEG
format. The compressed signals are stored in the flash
memory 28. Incidentally, the detailed operation of the inter-
polation circuit 26a is described in Japanese Provisional
Patent Publication No. H8-237672 [H04N9/07] that has
been laid open on Sep. 13, 1996. The image stored in the
flash memory 28 is outputted as required to a personal
computer or a television receiver not shown so that the
image picture is displayed on a CRT.

On the other hand, the first image signal via the switch
SW2 is subjected to interpolation/thinning-out and image
processing by the first signal processing circuit 20 in a
manner similar to the above so that a thinned-out signal
having a characteristic appropriate for raster scan display is
stored in the VRAM 22. When the shutter release button 38
is depressed, the second gamma correction circuit 24 acti-
vates so that the thinned-out signal is subjected to gamma
correction. That is, the second gamma correction circuit 24a
is previously stored with the second gamma table 24 having
a gamma characteristic, as shown in FIG. 5 for, converting
a raster-scan display gamma characteristic into a dot-matrix
display gamma characteristic. The second gamma-
correction circuit 24 read pixel-by-pixel of a thinned-out
image signal out of the VRAM 22, to make gamma correc-
tion to each pixel signal according to the second gamma
table. This provides a thinned-out image signal suited for bit
map display, and the thinned-out image signal is delivered to
the LCD 36. To this end, on the LCD 36 is displayed a
high-quality still picture at a time when the shutter release
button 38 has been depressed. Incidentally, the gamma
characteristic of the second gamma table 24a is of a char-
acteristic that is synthesized of a reverse gamma character-
istic to the gamma characteristic of the gamma first table 32
and with a gamma characteristic of the third gamma table
30. It takes time from the depression of the shutter release
button 38 to the completion of gamma correction by the
second gamma correction circuit 24, so that in that duration
the control circuit 42 carries out muting to the LCD 36. The
LCD 36 while being muted cuts-off an input from the
VRAM 22 to output a predetermined black level signal. This
provides display of a black image on the LCD 36 while the
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gamma correction is being made, preventing outputting of
unwanted still image pictures. After the muting has been
canceled, although the LCD 36 displays a still picture, the
display of the still picture ends at the completion of writing
the compression signal into the flash memory 28. The
control circuit 42 brings the operation back to the state that
the shutter release button 38 is before depressed thereby
displaying a motion picture on the LCD 36.

Incidentally, the time period required for interpolation/
thinning-out and image processing by the first signal pro-
cessing circuit 20 and the gamma correction by the second
gamma correction circuit 24 is shorter than that of the
interpolation, YUV conversion and compression processing
by the second signal processing circuit 26. Consequently,
there is no case that the LCD 36 displays a motion picture
without through the display of a still picture after the
cancellation of muting.

By the operation of the digital still camera 10 in this
manner, it is possible to display on the LCD 36 a high-
quality still picture at the time that the shutter release button
38 is depressed. That is, where an object moving at a high
speed is photographed, there is no possibility of occurring
deviation between a still picture recorded by the flash
memory 28 and a still picture displayed on the LCD 36.
Also, since the first image signal is corrected by the first
gamma table and thereafter the thinned-out image signal is
corrected again by the use of the second gamma table 244,
both the still picture displayed on the LCD 36 and the still
picture recorded by the flash memory 28 have a proper
image quality.

The control circuit 42, upon turning on a power supply,
starts processing as shown by the flowchart in FIGS. 9 and
10. That is, at a step S1 the switch SW1 is connected to the
terminal 40b, and then, at a step S3 the switch SW2 is turned
on and the switch SW3 is turned off. Subsequently, it is
determined at a step S5 whether or not the shutter release
button 38 is depressed. Here, if “NO”, the LCD 36 continues
to display the moving picture. That is, the first gamma
correction circuit 18 makes reference to the third gamma
table 30 to gamma-correct the first image signal, and the
VRAM 22 holds a thinned-out image signal with an image
quality suited for bit map display, so that the LCD 36
displays a high quality moving picture.

On the other hand, if the shutter release button 38 is
depressed, the control circuit 42 determines “YES™ at a step
S5, and outputs a muting signal at a step S7 to subject
muting to the LCD 36. Then, at a step S9 a predetermined
time period starting from the depression of the shutter
release button 38 up to the completion of the gamma-
correction by the second gamma correction circuit 24, is
measured by a timer 42. The control circuit 42 subsequently
connects the switch SW1 to the terminal 40a at a step S11,
turns on both the switches SW2 and SW3, at a step S13, and
causes the electronic flash 34 to illuminate at a step S15.
This makes gamma-correction to the camera signal output-
ted from the A/D converter 16 according to the first gamma
table.

After the gamma-correction circuit 18 completes to output
the first image signal of one frame, i.e. the still picture signal
at the time that the shutter release button 38 is depressed, the
control circuit 42 determines “YES™ at a step S17, to turn off
the switch SW2 and SW3 at a step S19. Consequently, there
are thereafter no cases that the first signal processing circuit
20 and the second signal processing circuit 26 are inputted
with the first image signal, so that the thinned-out image
signal of the still picture is stored by the VRAM that is at the
time that the shutter release button 38 is depressed.
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The control circuit 42 activates the second gamma-
correction circuit 24 at a step S21. This makes gamma-
correction to the thinned-out image signal stored by the
VRAM 22. The control circuit 42 makes reference to the
timer 42a at a step S23 to determine whether or not the
predetermined time period has been elapsed. If “YES”, it is
determined that the second gamma-correction circuit 24 has
completed correction, canceling the muting at a step S25. At
a step S27 the second gamma-correction circuit 24 is
disabled, and at a step S29 it is determined whether the
storage of the compressed signal onto the flash memory 28
is completed or not. If “YES”, the process returns to the step
S1, repeating the similar process to the above. That is, the
control circuit 42 causes the switch SW1 to be connected to
the first gamma table side during the time period of from the
depression of the shutter release button 38 up to the comple-
tion of recording the compressed signal, while it causes the
switch SW1 to be connected to the second gamma table side
before depression of the shutter release button 38 or after
completion of record operation. Therefore, in response to the
completion of recording to the flash memory 28, the content
of display on the LCD 36 is changed over from the still
picture to a motion picture.

In addition, though a time period for the gamma correc-
tion by the second gamma correction circuit 24 is defined by
the timer 424 in this embodiment, the muting operation may
be released at a time that a further routine (not shown) has
been executed for a predetermined number of times by
supervising the further routine which is started at a time that
the shutter release button 38 is depressed.

Although the present invention has been described and
illustrated in detail, it is clearly understood that the same is
by way of illustration and example only and is not to be
taken by way of limitation, the spirit and scope of the present
invention being limited only by the terms of the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A digital still camera comprising:

a shutter release button;

first correction means for correcting a camera signal,
when said shutter release button is depressed, by a first
gamma characteristic to output a first image signal, the
first correction means having a first table which stores
the first gamma characteristic, wherein the first correc-
tion means comprises:
a third table previously stored with a third gamma

characteristic; and
selecting means for selecting either one of the first table
or the third table;

storing means for storing the first image signal in a
memory;

second correction means for correcting the first image
signal by a second gamma characteristic to output a
second image signal, the second correction means
having a second table which stores the second gamma
characteristic;

control means for causing said selecting means to select
the first table during a time period starting from depres-
sion of said shutter release button to completion of
storage of the first image signal to said memory, and to
select the third table before depression of said shutter
release button or after completion of storage of the first
image signal; and
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disabling means for disabling said second correction

means while said selecting means selects the third
table; and

display means for displaying the second image signal

until storage of the first image signal to said memory is
completed.

2. The digital still camera according to claim 1, wherein

the display means is a dot matrix display, the first gamma

8

characteristic has a gamma characteristic of a raster scan
display, the third gamma characteristic has a gamma char-
acteristic of a dot matrix display, and the second gamma
characteristic has a gamma characteristic for converting the
first gamma characteristic into the third gamma character-
istic.



